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Tue Counom 


Our report of this meeting loses all its interest 
from the fact that we were able to publish last week 
the result of the election of examiners and the report 
on the attitude of the Board of Agriculture towards 
the profession. The rest of the proceedings consisted 
of formal business contained in the reports from 
various committees. 

The business of the Council is, of course, nearly 
all done in committee, and some of our representa- 
tives work for many hours without even the return 
of recognition. Some men hardly ever attend, some 
seldom miss a meeting. When the voting papers 
appear this year practitioners should carefully note 
the attendances of members of Council and decline to 
vote for ornamental persons who only put in an 
appearance when it suits their convenience. In 
weighing the attendances one qualification other than 
numbers should be considered, viz., the distance 
from London each man resides. It is not fair to 
compare practitioners who travel 400 miles and lose 
two days with those who travel four miles and occupy 
four or five hours. For 22 examinerships we had 91 
candidates. For eight vacancies on the Council how 
many men will present themselves? There is appar- 
ently no lack of eminent men in the profession. 
There is no room for all as examiners, and there is 
distinctly room on the Council for more 


*‘eminence.”* 
Tue New RecistTer. 


_ We have more than once drawn attention to the 
importance of having a copy of the Register. Every 
practitioner should obtain a copy, if not every year, 
at least every second year. The importance lies in 
the fact that the Register is now the only evidence of 
& man’s right to call himself a Member of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons. Should the name 
not be on the roll the practitioner forfeits his right 
to recover fees and charges in a court of law. Mis- 
takes will occur, and to avoid the possibility of loss 
4nd annoyance every member should see that his 
name is properly enrolled. 

_ Another reason for having a copy of the Register 
is that it contains the Bye Laws of the College, and 
these regulations directly affect the interests and 
privileges of the members. The small demand for 
the Register results in an annual loss of about £50. 
By Act of Parliament it has to be corrected every 
year and this entails considerable expense. A larger 
sale of the book would of course result in economy to 
the College and greater safety to the practitioner. 


Pracrican EXxaMINATIONs. 
To call examinations “‘ Theoretical’’ or “Practical ” 


character of the examination depends partly upon 
the specimens and instruments available, but chiefly 
upon the intelligence of the examiner. A theoretical 
examiner would reduce the practical value of an ex- 
amination to the smallest dimensions if provided with 
every essential to test a candidate’s real worth. A 
theoretical examiner, be it remembered, is much more 
likely to be found amongst practitioners who neglect 
scientific study than amongst men trained in 
laboratories. No word is more abused than the word 
“ practical.”” In the veterinary profession it more 
often than not means “ unscientific,’’ and the men 
who most frequently employ it are those who do the 
least thinking and most guessing. 

In the new system of examinations we have no so- 
called ‘“ practical’’ division. It is intended that 
every examination shall be a practical one and that 
none shall be merely theoretical. We have altered 
our examinations and expect our examiners to con- 
tribute their share towards selecting men fit for the 
profession. We want “ practical ’’ men as graduates ; 
in other words we want men who know their sub- 
jects sufficiently well to be entrusted with valuable 
animals whose lives or usefulness are in danger. No 
examination that human ingenuity can devise will 
prevent the entrance into the profession of some men 
who are unfitted for it, and no examination can be 
rendered quite free from occasional hardship to a 
good student. The greatest hardship to a good 
student is an examiner not thoroughly master of 
his subject. 

In medicine and surgery under the new system 
there will be no oral examination over a table. The 
student and examiner will have before them speci- 
mens of lame and diseased animals. When a symp- 
tom has been detected or a defect recognised its whole 
clinical history, its gravity and its treatment can be 
gone into systematically. In Anatomy an attempt 
is to be made to supply fresh specimens and dissec- 
tions so that the candidate may be able to show his 
knowledge more than his book-information. Un- 
fortunately the premises available are insufficient for 
properly carrying out this test as it should be, and 
we may have this year to put up with a somewhat 
imperfect arrangement. In future examinations the 
practical method will, we hope, be perfected and each 
attempt will supply experience as to how best to 
carry out the wishes of the Council. 


Tue Sate or Poisons. 


In last week’s Reeord appeared a communication 
from Mr. H. Jarvis, M.R.C.V.S. of Battle, showing 
how a man with no medical or veterinary qualifica- 
tions could obtain croton oil, calomel, opium, and 
strychnia. Considering the fuss made by a Pharma- 


is very different from making them either. The 


ceutical Chemist when he is asked for a drachm of 
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prussic acid to poison a dog, it does seem a little ab- 
surd to leave so many doors open through which 
anyone can obtain scheduled poisons. Perhaps 
veterinary surgeons see more of these cases than 


other people. Wholesale druggists supply drugs in - 


quantities to large horse-owners who keep their own 
veterinary surgeons, and an unlocked room in a 
stable yard often contains large quantities of various 
poisons. Laudanum by the gallon, corrosive subli- 
mate and arsenic by the pound, are quite common. 
In other callings than those of agriculture and medi- 
cine, poisons are easily obtained, and it might be 
very difficult to frame a law which would effectually 
protect the public without interfering with business. 
Oxalic acid and cyanide of potassium are both active 
poisons but they are used largely, and not always 
carefully looked after, in different trades. In the 
case noted by Mr. Jarvis we do not know what pre- 
cautions were taken by the wholesale firm, but doubt- 
less they did not sell half-an-ounce of strychnia 
without knowing something of the purchaser and 
without adopting all the precautions required, not 
only by law but by the usages of respectable 
manufacturers. 
Tue Srare Verertnary 


We decline to accept the title “ Animals ’’ Department 
and shall continue to use the old term, which has served 
the purpose of numerous British Governments, until wa 
find that Parliament approves the change. 

The Report which the Council of the R.C V.S. adopted 
at their last meeting has now been forwarded by the 
Secretary to Mr. Herbert Gardner,who, unfortunately, is 
away in the South of France. Copies of this report are 
tu be sent to each of the Veterinary Medical Societies, 
whose Secretaries will be able to supply them to 
practitioners. 

We must all do our best to bring this report to the 
notice of Members of Parliament, but as Easter is here 
we must not forward them to the House of Commons. 
Whilst M.P.’s are at home for their Easter holiday an 
opportunity occurs for personally stating our grievances 
aud explaining exactly the position we areinv. It is no 
use worrying an M.P. with some subject he does not 
understand and which he may think to be of only 
personal interest. It is necessary to show him clearly 
what has been done and why a change should be made. 
We have to explain that since 1865 the veterinarian has 
rendered good service to the State, that under the Privy 
Council there wasa “ Veterinary ’’ Department, that this 
department was transferred to the Board of Agriculture 
with all its old staff and with its old name. That now 
there is no“ Veterinary ” Department and no Veterinary 
Director. That the change was uncalled for and un- 
necessary. That it has been closely accompanied by the 
most striking failure in action, and that during its fifteen 
mouths existence only waste of public money has resulted 
from the Board of Agriculture’s attempt to deal with 
swine fever. It may be urged that the veterinary pro- 
fession have loyally worked for the interests of the stock- 
owner. That our efforts under a Veterinary Director 
saved the country millions of money. That we viewed 
the official department and office as a public recognition 
of our service, and that we view their destruction as a 
mark of its withdrawal. We know the Board say they 
value our services, but we prefer deeds to words, and 
shall not accept empty compliments which are contradic- 
ted by every action. 

: We trust to every member giving his assistance. This 
. no petty grievance. It is a struggle for corporate 
onour. 


THE TUBERCULOSIS COMMISSION. 


In 1890 a Royal Commission was appointed to 
inquire into tuberculosis in animals. Five years 
have passed and the report is not yet issued. Over 
and over again the question has been asked—why 
the delay? The delay is a mystery——it is also ‘a 


public scandal. Apparently the Government are 
afraid to issue it lest they should be compelled to. 


legislate on a difficult question. The Local Govern- 


ment Board seem to be as timid as the Board of 


Agriculture about tuberculosis. Meantime the 


butchers are in a very unfair position. Nothing is. 


done to control the disease which often causes no 
external symptoms. A butcher buys what appears 
to be a healthy ox, kills it, and then has the carcase 
confiscated by the Meat Inspector. The Scotch 
butchers are agitating but meet only with obstruction 
and delay. The solicitor for the Edinburgh Master: 
Butchers’ Association, Mr. Addison Smith, has writ- 
ten to Mr. Shaw Lefevre the following curt note.. 
‘“‘T have received your letter of the 25th, I think it a 
sufficient answer to send you the enclosed excerpts 
from ‘Hansard.’’’ The following are a few of the 
excerpts as published in last week’s Porth British 
Agriculturist :— 


‘“‘ Replying to Mr. Lees Knowles in the House of 
Commons on 22nd July 1890, the President of the 
Local Government Board (Mr. Ritchie, Tower Ham- 
lets, St. George’s), said -The Commissioners (on the 
Tuberculosis Commission) are Lord Basing, Prof. 
Brown, Dr. George Buchanan, Mr. Frank Payne, 
and Prof. Burdon Sanderson. They are appointed 
‘to inquire and report what is the effect, if any, of 
food derived from tuberculous animals on human 
health, and, if prejudicial, what are the circumstances 
and conditions with regard to the tuberculosis in the 
animal which produce that effect upon man.’ 

Replying to Viscount Wolmer (Edinburgh, W.) 
on 2nd February 1893, the President of the Local 
Government Board (Mr. H. H. Fowler, Wolver- 
hampton, K.), said—-The Royal Commission which 
was appointed in 1890, has not yet reported. I have 
communicated with the Commission, and the reply 
which I have received is that the Commission have 
not yet completed their inquiries, and that, at pre- 
sent, they are unable to state when their report will 
be made. 

Replying to Mr. Field in the House of Commons 
on 24th November 1893, Mr. H. H. Fowler said—! 
have made inquiry, and am informed by the Com-. 
missioners that the whole of the experimental in 
vestigations are concluded ; that the reports of two, 
of the Sub-Commissioners are printed, and that the 
report of the third Sub-Commissioner will probably 
be finished in a few days. Immediately on its com- 
pletion, the Commission will meet to draft the final 
report, which it is confidently expected will be issued 
next month. 

Replying to Mr. Field in the House of Commods 
on 26th February, 1894, Mr. H. H. Fowler said—I 
have not as yet received the report referred to, but 
am informed that the work of the Commission * 
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being pressed forward with all possible speed, and 
that the report will shortly be issued. 

Replying to Mr. Lees Knowles in the House of 
Commons on 13th March, 1894, Mr. Shaw-Lefevre 
said—I am informed that the work of the Royal 
Commission on Tuberculosis is being proceeded with 
with all possible speed, and that it is hoped that the 
report will be issued shortly. 

Replying to Mr. Field in the House of Commons 
on 15th March, 1894, Mr. Shaw-Lefevre said—I am 
informed that the work of the Royal Commission on 
Tuberculosis is being proceeded with with all possible 
speed, and that it is hoped that the report will be 
issued shortly. 

Replying to Mr. Field in the House of Commons 
on 10th May, 1894, Mr. Shaw-Lefevre said—I am 
informed by the Commissioners that satisfactory pro- 
gress is being made with the report, which may 
shortly be expected. 

Replying to Mr. Chaplin in the House of Com- 
mons on 28th May, 1894, Mr. Shaw-Lefevre said—I 
am informed by the Commission that they have 
completed the taking of evidence, but have been 
engaged upon a long and elaborate experimental 
inquiry. Owing to the illness of one of the inquirers, 
there has been a delay in the completion of one of 
the scientific reports, but this is now being revised 
in passing through the press. Immediately it is 
printed, the Commissioners will meet, and their report 
may be shortly expected. 

Replying to Mr. Hunter (Aberdeen), in the House 
of Commons on 20th July, 1894, Mr. Shaw-Lefevre 
said—I have communicated with the Commissioners, 
and am informed that they are fully aware of the 
desirability of reporting, as early as possible, that no 
pains are being spared to complete the work, and that 
the report will shortly be issued. 

Replying to Mr. D. Crawford in the House of 
Commons on 18th August, 1894, Mr. Shaw-Lefevre 
said—I stated on the 20th of last month that I was 
informed that the Commissioners were fully aware 
of the desirability of reporting, as early as possible, 
that no pains were being spared to complete the work, 
and that the report would shortly be issued. I have 
no later information on the subject.” 


We should doubt whether a departmental chief 


-ever before had such a nasty “‘ facer.’’ 


Royal College of 
Veterinarp Surgeons. 


A quarterly meeting of the Council of this College was 


‘held at the ae Building, 10 Red Lion Square, 


Bloomsbury, on Wednesday afternoon, the 3rd instaat. 
Mr. W. Hunting, the president, occupied the chair, and 
the other members present were: Mr. F. W. Wragg, ex- 

resident, Sir F. FitzWygram, Bart., M.P., Professors 
J. McCall, J. McFadyean, W. A. Edgar, W. Williams, 
W. O. Williams, J. Penberthy, Messrs. J. E. Peele, W. J. 
Mulvey, C. Hartley, J. A. W. Dollar, J. Abson, H. Kidd, 
r, A. W. 
Mason, A. Wheatley, E. Faulkner, T. D. Lambert, A. 
jeoere, G. Elphick, H. Thompson, W. Hunter, and Prof. 


Tue MINvrTEs. 


The Secretary (Mr. A. W. - having read the 
minutes of the preceding meetiug of the Council, 

Mr. J. F. Stmpson called attention to the fact that it 
did not appear on the minutes that the report of the 
Examination Committee which inter alia requested the 
examiners in biology at the forthcoming examination to 
regard zoology as a new subject, was adopted, or at all 
events this particular part of the report became a resolu- 
tion of the Council. 

The minutes having been amended so as to express 
this, they were confirmed. 


ABSENTEE, 


The Szorerakry read a letter from Mr. Nisbett stating 
his inability to attend. 


PRESENTATIONS TO THE LIBRARY. 


The SzcrETaRY announced the receipt of contribu- 
tions to the library including publications of the Phar- 
maceutical Socisty, of the Royal Agricultural Society, 
Prof. Simmond’s Autobiography, and a work in Hindus- 
tanee on “ Bovine Pathology.” He stated that, by order 
of the President he had procured a copy of the blue book 
containing the report of the Departmental Committee of 
the Home Office which inquired into questions relating 
to the London cab trade. 

The CuarrMaNn: That was the committee before whom 
Prof. Penberthy represented us and gave evidence. 

On the motion of Mr. Wragg, seconded by Mr. 
Faulkner, the secretary was directed to thank the donors 
for the gifts they had made to the College Library. 


Re Street AccipENTs.—F TO VETERINARY 
SURGEONS. 

The Secretary read the subjoined letter. 
“ Whitehall, 2nd April, 18965. 

IR 
With reference to your letter of the 12th ultimo re- 
specting the amount of the fee paid by the Metropolitan 
police to veterinary surgeons for examining horses 
apparently fatally injured in the streets, I'am directed 
by the Secretary of State to acquaint you, for the infor- 
mation of the Council of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons, that having regard to the fact that previous to 
1893, 10s. 6d. was the amount of the fee paid to veter- 
inary surgeons for the duties above specified, and that 
this is the amount paid by the City of London police, 
the Secretary of State does not feel himself justified in 
continuing the payment of a fee of 21s., and has accord- 
ingly given directions that for the future 10s. 6d. shall 
be the amount of the fee to be paid by the Metropolitan 
police for the service in question.—I am, sir, your 
obedient servant, 


Secretary, 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
10 Red Lion Square, W.C. 

Mr. Mutvey: We have been paid a fee of a guinea in 
these cases for two years and now it is to be reduced. If 
the veterinary profession are of my way of thinking, they 
would refuse to act in such cases. 

Professor PENBERTHY : Can we take any action in‘the 
matter ? 

4 Mr. FauLKNeR: We can refuse to attend if we think 
t. 

The Home Secretary’s letter was received and ordered 

to be entered on the minutes. 


A Question or IpEntiry. 


An application was received from a Mr. Alexander 
Hamilton requesting to be placed on the Register of 
veterinary surgeons. He had the certificate of the High- 
land and Agricultural Society, and now resided at Dun- 
edin, New Zealand. 


Henry CUNNYINGHAME.”’ 
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Prof. W. Wixutams said that he remembered Mr. 
Alexander Hamilton passing as a veterinary surgeon in 
Edinburgh in 1861, but whether the applicant was the 
same man or not he could not say. 

_. The CuarrMan suggested that they should have a 
statutory declaration by somebody that the applicant was 
the same man. ; 

This suggestion was adopted. 


APPOINTMENT OF EXAMINERS. 


The Council then proceeded to elect examiners. 

(The result of the election has already appeared, see 
p. 550). 

FINANcE. 

Mr, Lawson moved, and Prof. McCall seconded the 
adoption of the report of the Finance Committee, accord - 
ing to which liabilities had to be met amounting in the 

egate to £383 8s. After payment of these liabilities 
there remained a balance in hand of £340 0s.8d. The 
committee recommended that the treasurer be authorised 
to drawn cheques for examination expenses amounting to 


£1200. 


The motion was adopted. 
Tue ReeistRaTION COMMITTEE. 


Mr. Simpson presented the report of this committee. 
He stated that the Committee met on the 6th ultimo and 
again on the 21st ultimo and had before them a lar, 
number of cases of various reported offences. The soli- 
citor thought it advisable that he (Mr. Simpson) should 
read that part of the report referring to a charge of un- 
professional conduct on the part of a F.R.C.V.S. 

The Committee recommended that the name of the 
offender be removed from the roll, but that an interval 
of two months should elapse before this was done so that 
he might (as he intending doing) appeal to the Privy 
Council against the ccmmittee’s decision. Mr. Simp- 
son concluded by moving the adoption of the committee’s 
recommendation. 

Mr. Mutvey seconded the motion which was carried 
unanimously. 

Mr. Simpson further reported that the committee had 
had before them Mr. Edward ©oe who had been convic- 
ted of numerous and various offences and had undergone 
terms of imprisonment. They recommended that his 
name, too, should be struck off the Register. Mr. Simp- 
son moved the adoption of this recommendation, 

Mr. Mutvey seconded the motion which was carried 
nem con. 

The rest of the report was similarly adopted, and 
prosecutious under the seal of the College were ordered 
to be instituted against different persons for various 
offences under the Veterinary Surgeons Act. 


THe EXAMINATION CoMMITTEE. 


Mr. Mutvey moved the adoption of this committee’s 
report which was as follows :—“ Your committee, after 
very careful consideration of the payment of fees to 
examiners under the four years’ system, recommend an 
altered scale be adopted. , 

Two students to be admitted at a time and a time- 
keeper to be appointed for class D (oral). 

When examining students under the old system the 
rate per student is to be as before. 

The Committee also recommended that first class 
travelling expenses be paid to and fro the place of exam- 
ination. They further recommend that papier maché 
models of the eye and brain be obtained ; and that the 
examination in the anatomy (that is class B) be a prac- 
tical one. 

Mr. A. WHEATLEY seconded the motion for the adop- 
tion of the report, which was carried unanimously. 


Tre Boarp oF AGRICULTURE AND VETERINARIANS. 


The printed report of the Special Committee relating 
to the attitude of the Board of Agriculture towards the 
veterinary profession, was then submitted, and copies 
were directed to be sent to the different veterinary asso- 
ciations with a view to their distribution amoug Members 
of Parliament representing the cities, towns and districts 
covered by those societies. 


(The report appeared last week, see p. 551.) 


Dates oF THE May EXamINarTIONs. 


On the motion of Mr. Mulvey, seconded hy Mr, Hun- 
ter, it was decided that the written examiuativn should 
begin in London on Monday, the 13th proximo, and the 
oral on Tuesday the 14th, the oral in Scotland commen- 
cing on Monday, the 20th prox. 


APPOINTMENT OF AUDITORS, 


Mr. Wraae moved, and Mr. Faulkner seconded, that 
Messrs. Warner and Woodger be reappointed auditors 
for the ensuing years. 

This was agreed to. 

The scrutineers, too, were elected. 

The Secretary then read the Obituary list. 


Tue Late Mr. JosepH GAMGEE. 


The CHarrMAN: Before we adjourn I would suggest 
that we should send a vote of condolence to the survivors 
of the late Mr. Joseph Gamgee—say to his daughter in 
Edivburgh. 

Prof. W. WiLt1ams moved a resolution expressive of 
the regret of the Council at the death of Mr. Joseph. 
Gamgee and of condolence with his family in their sad 
bereavement. 

Prof. McCaut seconded the motion, which was carried 
nem. con. ; and the Secretary was directed to forward a 
copy to Miss Gamgee. 


Tue New ReaistTer. 


Mr. Mutvey directed attention to mistakes which ap- 
peared in the vew Register laid upon the table. For. 
instance, Professor Williams was described as “de- 
ceased,”’ 

The Secretary blamed the printers for this error 
and said a letter of apology was due to Prof. Williams. 

Prof. Wituiams: No apology is needed. I am very 
glad to be alive and able to meet you all here. (Laugh- 
ter.) 

The Caarrman : Evidently the late Prof. Walley has 
been meant. 

Mr. Mutvey thought that the book should not be 
issued until the mistakes were corrected. By page 93 
and 94 of the book he was told what he was unaware of 
until he saw the Register, namely that their Examining 
Board was divided into sections. “Here,” added Mr. 
Mulvey, “it says ‘Section for England,’ ‘ Section for 
Scotland.’” 

The CuarrMaN: Yes, that is a survival. (Laughter.) 

Prof. McFapygan : The book is evidently historical. 
(Laughter.) 

_ The Cuarrman: There are 500 mistakes in the book 
which has had to be rushed out. It has been through 
various president’s hands. (Laughter.) This year we 
have had the largest number of alterations to make, an 

the work of revision proceeded so slowly thai I ordered 
the book to be issued, right or wrong, and regardless of 
grammar. 

Mr. Lawson : That is the result of rushing a thing. 

The CHarrmMan: There is a Publication Committee 
and that committee should take the book in hand. One 
day I noticed that Whitechapel appeared as being situate 
in Kennington, and a place in Canada was described a8. 
being in South America. 
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A Member: I move that the Publication Committee 
meet now to revise the work. 

Prof. McFapyean: Then I beg to resign my position 
as a member of the committee. (Laughter.) 

The subject then dropped. 

Prof. McCatt moved, and Mr. Lawson seconded a 
vote of thanks to the Chairman. This was carried 
unanimously, and the meeting then terminated. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


‘THE TRANSIT AND SLAUGHTER OF CATTLE, 


Mr. Herbert Gardner, President of the Board of Agri- 
culture,on the _inst., received a deputation from the 
Society for the Promotion of Kindness to Animals and 
the Church Sanitary Society, who attended to support a 
memorial asking him, in conjunction with the Local 
Government Board, to institute a joint departmental in- 
quiry as to the practicability of arrangements being 
made throughout the country by which animals could be 
slaughtered locally, under the supervision of competent 
authorities appointed by the Board. 

Sir B. RicHarpson, in introducing the deputation, 
said that, observing the great consideration the President 
of the Board of Agriculture had given to the welfare of 
animals, the deputation wished to urge upon him further 
improvements. The Society had come to the conclusion 
that to establish public slaughterhouses in London 
would not be the best plan. They believed the best 
national scheme would be to establish proper slaughter- 
houses on the lines of railways in different counties, so 
that the animals could be brought a little distance, 
properly laired and killed, and the dead meat conveyed 
to London and other centres of population. In the 
interest of the public health they pressed most strongly 
for the appointment of qualified inspectors, who should 
only be liable to dismissal with the sanction of the 
Board of Agriculture and thus be free from local in- 
fluences. They wanted these men to be of good training 
in the veterinary sense ; and it was possible that some 
direct inducement might be given to students to travel 
abroad to see the different modes adopted in different 
countries. 

Canon WILBERFORCE expressed his belief that if only 
the public knew of the horrors now going on in slaughter- 
houses there would be a great rush towards vegetarian- 
ism. Whenever he saw a drove of cattle passing through 
the streets he usually averted his gaze; but the other 
-day he saw a drove in his parish not one in ten of which 
had a perfect tail, and they knew what that meant. A 
Staffordshire butcher wrote that a tanner told him *that 
4n one hide he found no fewer than 27 punctures on the 
head, They did not want impossibilities ; but they did 
want something done to minimize the cruelties attending 
the transit and slaughter of cattle. 

Mr. Hersext Garpner, in reply, said the treatment 
Of animals was a subject which must necessarily be in- 
teresting to all, and every effort ought to be made to 
minimise such cruelties as those which Canon Wilber- 
force had so graphically described. He would point out 
however, that the principal subject which had occupi 
the deputation’s attention—the measures of sanitary im- 
provement—was one which did not come under his 
department, but under the Local Government Board. 

ith regard, however, to the transit of animals, that was 
a subject in which, ever since he had held the position 
he now did, he had taken a direct personal interest. He 
appointed a departmental committee, which contained 
Tepresentatives of the various interests concerned, and 


was ably presided over by Sir Charles Cameron, and he 
was happy to say that practically the whole of the com- 
mittee’s recommendations which it was possible for him 
to carry out without legislation in Parliament had been 
embodied in an Order which would come into force on 
May 1. After the report of the departmental committee 
had been submitted to him, he paid an unexpected visit 
to Liverpool, and inspected four or five cattle-boats. It 
was not a pleasant occupation, but to say that what he 
saw realized the horrors which had been so graphically 
described by various people would be untrue. The object 
they all had at heart was to make the treatment of 
animals, so long as we must slaughter them for food, as 
kindly as possible, and, perhaps, one of the most import- 
ant matters he had to consider was the action of local 
authorities. He might point out, however, that the 
central authorities—the Board of Agriculture, the Local 
Government Board, and the Board of Education—were, 
generally speaking, in advance of the opinion of local 
authorities. It ought to be the object of societies like 
theirs to educate public opinion, and he hoped they 
would do so. 


“CRUELTY” JOBS. 


The following from a Manchester paper is sent to us 
for publication :— 


M.R.C.V.S. 


“ Vets. play an important partin the cause of prevent- 
ing cruelty. They are all humane men, no doubt, but 
none of them go into the witness-box. purely in order to 
make people believe they are more humane than any- 
body else. They look after their fees at the same time, 
and always contrive to earn a decent day’s wage fora 
few minutes’ work. They receive half-a-guinea for in- 
specting each animal, and half-a-guinea for giving 
evidence. All this is clear profit. The money is always 
there, aud the “ vet.” runs no risks. That being so, you 
would naturally think that there is quite a rush for 
police court jobs. Asa matter of fact there is no rush 
at all. In Manchester, for instance, two men do the 
whole of the police work. Nobody seems to know why 
the police should limit their patronage to two men, at 
least, nobody outside the police force knows. It isa 
riddle which horse owners, and even some magis- 
trates are trying to solve. But the solution is beyond 
their ken. 

Both vets. are qualified practitioners, and no doubt 
know as much about the diseases of horses as anybody in 
Lancashire. They shall have their due. One has a large 
practice ; the other has not. He seem to rely chiefly on 
police court fees forhisincome. Mind you, | won’t pre- 
tend to be sure about that. I only say “ seems.” 

There are plums in every profession, and many veter- 
inary surgeons would like to know why these police 
court plums should not be more equally divided. This 
curiosity appears so reasonable that, although I am nota 
vet., I seul like to share it with them, if they will par- 
don my presumption. The magistrates who have to deal 
with cases of cruelty, would, I am sure, be glad to wel- 
come a few fresh professional witnesses. It must get 
monotonous to see the same people in every case ; but 
this is a matter over which the magistrates have no con- 


‘trol. They cannot interfere with witnesses. The police, 


who know their own business, employ the best profess- 
ional witnesses they know. But there are many veter- 
inary surgeons whom the police will not know, although 
their business signs may be seen in almost every other 
street ! 

The disadvantages of this two men system are many, 
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‘Here’s an instance: A man whose whole livelihood, and 


that of his family, depended on what he could earn with 
his horse and cart, was stopped abont a week ago, by 
P.C. D.69, who said the horse was lame. This was at 
2.30 p.m. D.69 made him take the horse, which was 
drawing a load of bricks, to Cavendish Street Police 
Station. D.69 wanted to charge the man when he got 
him to the station, but the officer at the desk could not 
take the charge till a veterinary surgeon had seen the 
horse, and certified that it was unfit for work. D.69 put 
the man into a cold, draughty corridor, and ordered him 
to stay there till he came back. D.69 was away three 
hours, and when he did return, he brought one of the 
two vets. I have referred to along with him. During 
those three hours the man stood in the corridor, shivering 
with the cold, and smarting under the insults of other 
constables who came in to draw their pay. 

That man had never been stopped with his horse be- 
fore, although he had worked it for two years. He was 
not an old offender. He had no previous convictions 
booked against him. While he was shivering in the 
corridor, the horse was shivering in the street. Of course, 
after that, the vet. had no difficulty in certifying that it 
was unfit for work. The charge was booked, and the 
man was released on his own recognizances, and the 
horse was taken to the city pound. So thoughtful were 
D.69 and the vet., about the horse’s sufferings, that they 
would not allow it to draw its load into a yard. The 
man had to shift the cart as best he could, and stand 
bullying by the police into the bargain. Next morning 
the mau was convicted, the horse was taken to a 
knacker’s, the vet. got his fee, D.69 considered that he 
had acted a noble part, and with the trifling exception 
that the man is now out of work and his children are 
crying for bread, the incident ended in a most ‘happy 
manner, 

Now I ask all veterinary surgeons if this is not a dis- 
grace to the profession? There are scores of men situa- 
ted as this man was. They cannot afford to pay high 
fees for professional advice ; they know little or nothing 
about the anatomy of their horses, the sharers of their 
daily toil, and there is no doubt whatever that in many 
cases they do work animals that ought not to be worked. 
In such cases as these, the R.S.P.C.A. is neither friend 
to man or beast. Although the Society has plenty of 
money, it has not yet, in Manchester and district at any 
rate, devised any scheme to meet the requirements and 
necessities of these poor men and their animal comrades. 
Will the veterinary surgeons, as a body, take up this 
matter? They are practical people ; the Society is merely 
ornamental. 

By the way, if the Watch Committee desires to investi- 
gate the case instanced above, they shall have every 


assistance. 
Trp.” 


EXTRAORDINARY SUPERSTITION 
DEVONSHIRE. 


An extraordinary story comes to us from Devonshire. 
It is related in a letter to a medical gentleman of 
Sheffield by his sister who is resident near the place con- 
cerned. About a fortnight ago a sudden and terrible 
scourge attacked the cattle on a farm near Ilfracombe. 
Out of 80 bullocks 65 died and five out of six horses, 
whilst various other of the live stock were almost com- 
pletely swept away. The whole neighbourhood was 
paralysed with fear; the farmer himself was utterly 
ruined, and a county subscription was started to help 
him. Now comes the extraordinary part of the story. 
‘When the fatality began the farmer never thought of 


calling in a veterinary surgeon ; the animals were flayed 
where they fell, and the dogs came from miles round to 
feast on the carcase. As one victim after another suc- 
cumbed this nineteenth century farmer became assured 
that he was bewitched, and journeyed to Exeter to consult 
a wise man, or as he is.locally termed a “ white witch,” 
that is, one who has the gift of prophecy and second 
sight, but who does not deal in “ black magic” to the 
hurt of his fellows. Here he was told that he had been 
overlooked by someone who had very cold feet, but that 
no more would die, &. When he returned home he 
found the disease still raging, but he yet relied on the 
“white witch.” In the morning there came along a man 
who was accustomed to carry milk from the farm ; as he 
waited about he began to stamp up and down the yard. 
“ What are you doing that for?” shouted the farmer. 
“ Why, it is so bitterly cold to-day, my feet are like ice!” 
Here was the man! One of the sons rushed into the 
kitchen for his gun, and had not the cold-footed man 
bolted while the cartridges were being found there is no 
doubt he would have “ paid the penalty.” After this the 
county authorities got to hear of the affair, and seventeen. 
men were employed digging pits for the dead and dying, 
which came faster than they could be buried. This is. 
believed to be the worst outbreak of anthrax ever known 
in Great Britain, and the greatest alarm prevails lest the 
dogs that devoured the flesh should carry the disease 
over a wide area. Another slight outbreak of the disease 
is reported from Ladock, in Cornwall, but this has pro- 
bably no connection with that near Ilfracombe. 


A HORSE TRANSACTION AT BEVERLEY. 


A Jury at the Hull County Court, on 3rd inst., before 
His Honour Judge Bedwell, was engaged in the claim of 
£45 5s. 6d., trought by James Baker Bainton, of Bever- 
ley Park, Beverley, against Edward Stephenson, a cart- 
man and contractor, of Hull, for the price of a horse 
sold, £44 15s., and 10s. 6d. for keep of the same.—Mr. 
Kemp, barrister-at-law, instructed by Messrs. Robinson 
and Sheffield, of Beverley, appeared for plaintift, and Mr. 
Laverack for the defendant.—Mr. Kemp, in opening the. 
case, said the horse was sold on the 2nd March, this year, 
aud was a five-year-vld brown draught gelding. On 
Friday, March 1st, defendant went by appointment to 
Beverley Park, for the purpose of seeing the horse. 
Plaintiff was not present, but defendant had every 
opportunity of ascertaining the condition and state of 
the horse. On the 2nd March'plaintiff saw the defend- 
ant in the Beverley Corn Market. when there was 4 
considerable discussion with regard to the sale of the 
horse, and the usual bargain was made. In the first in- 
stance, Mr. Bainton said he wanted £50 for the horse, 
defendant replying that he would give £42 or £483 for it. 
Eventually it was agreed that Mr. Stephenson should buy 
the horse for £45, less 5s. to be returned. Defendant 
then asked plaintiff if the animal was quiet in the shafts 
and ordinary gear. Plaintiff said it was so far as he 
knew. At all events, he said defendant could go and see © 
the horse on the Monday, and have it put in harness, 8° 
as to give him ample opportunity of examining It. 
Defendant said there was no need for that. Plaintiff 
stated that the animal was used for ordinary farm work, 
and, as far as he knew, he believed it was sound, adding 
that they could not make it better or worse, aud if 
defendant took the horse he must take it as it was; he 
was not going to warrant it. There was absolutely 2° 
warranty given. The horse was taken, eventually, from 
Beverley Park to Hull, but within four hours w% 
returned with a note from the defendant, stating that he 
was sorry ‘to tell the plaintiff that the horse was of "° 


t 
| 
a 
nt 
| 


Vw Se |S 


April 13, 1895. 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 567 


use to him whatever, as it was a “shiverer’”’ He 
(defendant) did not say that plaintiff knew about it, or 
he would not have sold it to him. It never was sug- 
gested in the letter by the defendant that plaintiff gave 
any warranty with the horse at all. Mr. Thos. Bowman 
and Mr. McLaren. veterinary surgeons, were called in 
by the plaintiff and thoroughly examined the horse, but 
found no trace whatever of it being a “shiverer.”’ He 
suggested that it was a mere afterthought to set up a 
plea that there was a warranty given. Plaintiff and 
other witnesses were then called, and bore out the open- 
ing statement. Mr. Baker, farm bailiff, who had had 
charge of the horse since it was foaled, stated that the 
animal was not a “ shiverer,”’ and was perfectly sound 
Mr. Stephenson said that when he purchased the horse 
plaintiff told him it was a good sound hcrse, or he would 
not have agreed to purchase it for the price. When 
he examined the animal he found it undoubtedly a 
“shiverer,’ and when put into the stable would not 
stand still half a minute. In cross-examination, defend- 
ant said plaintiff did not say to him, “I believe it is a 
good sound horse.” The horse was naturally excited on 
being put into a fresh stable, but if it was a sound 
horse it would not have shown indications of being a 
“shiverer.”’ He did not consider that he had not kept 
it sufficiently long to try it. Alfred Briggs said he had 
had 20 years experience amongst horses, and was work- 
ing 16 at the present time. He was present at the time 
the horse was tested. It was undoubtedly a “shiverer.” 
Mr. J. J. Ridley, Mr. Sowerby, and Mr. Danby, veteri- 
nary surgeons, were also ca)led, who stated emphatically 
that the horse in question was a slight “shiverer.”” The 
jury retired for a short time, and on their return the 
foreman stated that they found a verdict for the plaintiff 
for the full amount claimed, and that the jury were unani- 
mous.—His Honour then certified for costs, including 
extra costs for the plaintiff’s expert witnesses.— Beverley 
Independent. 


THE VETERINARY DEPARTMENT OF THE 
BOARD OF AGRICULTURE. 


In reference to Mr. Gardner’s reply to Mr. Kearley, 
M.P., The Live Stock Journal says :— 

“Our readers will probably share our opinion to the 
effect that this reply was an explanation of what had 
been done in the way of organisation rather than an 
answer to the questions put, and that it will not satisfy 
nor encourage the breeders of pedigree live stock, nor 
the breeders of ordinary stock whose energies and capital 
are devoted tu producing meat and milk and wool for 
consumption in this country. The bare explanation of 
what has been done was not needed by anyone at all 
familiar with the facts. What the public want to know 
is why this change has been made, aud what it is likely 
tolead to. It would seem to be tolerably apparent that 
an intention exists to break up the organisation which 
was formed by the Duke of Richmond sixteen years ago, 
by abolishing the Veterinary Department and creating a 
new one under the title of the Animals Division. The 
Principal of the Animals Division of the Board of Agri- 
culture is Major Tennant, who was formerly travelling 
inspector; so that the position and powers that were 
possessed by Professor Brown, C.B., when director of 
the Veterinary Department would appear to have been 
transferred to alayman. Such, at least, is the only cov- 
struction that we can put upon the statement above 
quoted. It is explained that the veterinary officers have 
& separate status ; that must necessarily be so, but what 
is it? When Professor Brown was at the head of the 
Veterinary Department, and more recently “ Director” 


thereof, he used to direct all matters connected with the 
working of the Department, and such grave concerns as 
the shutting up of the Metropolitan and other important 
markets, and the prohibition of the landing of animals 
from foreign countries which had sent us certain con- 
tagious diseases with such imported animals; and the 
working of the Department gave the greatest satisfaction 
to the stock-breeders and all agriculturists in this coun- 
try. Butsince Professor Brown’s retirement, through 
effluxion of time, the position of “ Director” has lapsed ; 
and the period of three years during which the country 
will have the great benefit of his unique experience as 
Consulting Veterinary Adviser has about half expired. 
Consequently, there has been some doubt, since the re 

tirement of Professor Brown, as to the position or 
status of the two well known professional men whose 
services are still retained by the Board of Agriculture. 
We all know that Mr. A. C. Cope is Chief Veterinary 
Officer, and that Mr. William Duguid is Assistant Veter. 

inary Officer, also that these two gentlemen have had 
altogether exceptional experiences in detecting, combat- 
ing, stamping out and keeping out the contagious 
diseases of animals for food purposes under Professor 
Brown. But it is clear from the official statement that 
neither the title of Director, nor the powers it conferred 
of directing promptly or instantly, measures necessary to 
be enforced for the prevention and stamping out of such 
diseases at home, or their reintroduction from abroad, 
have been relegated to either of the twogentlemen whose 
names have been mentioned, and who now constitute the 
sole working professional staff of the “ Animals 
Division” of the Board of Agriculture. If foot and- 

mouth disease should be detected in the Metropolitan 

Market, or any other public or private place, who would 

direct what should be instantly done? Every hour of 

delay might mean hundreds of thousands of pounds loss 

to the country, directly and indirectly, whilst the 

machinery of the office was being put in motion by a 

layman Principal and a layman Secretary, neither of 

whom might be in town, and neither of whom has any 

scientific knowledge of diseases of animals. If this is so 

—and we know of nothing to the contrary—then the 

whole of the agricultural interest, including the all 

important stock-breeders’ industry, should unite 

(through their agricultural societies, chambers of agri- 

culture, breed societies, and farmers’ clubs) in asking the 

reason for the change. 

Next to the Duke of Richmond, Earl Spencer is best 
acquainted with the details and working of the Depart- 
ment (when it belonged to the Privy Council Office) in 
the hands of the three skilled veterinarians who have 
had to bear the heat and burden of some of the worst 
days of cattle plague, pleuro pneumonia, and foot and- 
mouth disease ; he is a member of the present Govern- 
ment, but it can scarcely be possible that he has been 
covsulted in respect of these important changes in the 
working of the Department over which he has been 
chief. He was very active in the interests of agricul- 
turists, and we cannot believe that ‘he would have 
advocated any such alteration of the organisation of a 
department which, to his own knowledge, had, in the 
past, rendered such good service to the State on lines 
with which he is perfectly familiar. It is quite time that 
the leading agriculturists and stock breeders of this 
country put their foot down in a very determined 
manuer with regard to this impending danger. The 
members of the veterinary profession are already taking 
steps in the matter, in so far as it concerns them. 
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“THE DOCTOR” SENT TO GOAL. 


Stephen Damms, an old man, living at Brampton, was 
summoned at the Chesterfield Borough Police Court on 
Thursday for cruelly ill-treating a mare belonging to 
Abraham Lack. 

Mr. J. Middleton, Chesterfield, appeared to prosecute 
on behalf of the R.S.P.C.A. He said Mr. Lack had a 
mare, which fell down, and as a consequence received a 
swollen knee. There was no cut at all, no broken skia, 
simply a swelling. The defendant, who, he believed, had 
been before the court before for doctoring animals, 
without any instructions from Mr. Lack—nothing be- 
yond a conversation respecting the mare—went to the 
stable where the mare was kept, and said to the man in 
charge that he had been sent by Mr. Lack to come and 
doctor the mare. The defendant produced a bottle, 
which he would prove contained spirits of salts, but had 
the sense not to use it himself, telling the man in charge 
to rub it well into the knee. Of course the poor man’s 
hands were burnt, and he had to run off into the house 
to get something for them. The next day he wrapped 
the knee of the animal in clay with straw bands, and the 
inevitable result that when the knee was looked at and 
the clay taken off it brought away pieces of flesh. Noth- 
ing, he understood, was more corrosive than spirits of 
salts, which ate away the flesh. The poor animal, he 
supposed, had been in a dreadful state ever since, and 
had not been in a condition to work at all. 

Abraham Lack was called, and bore out the solicitor’s 
opening statement. He added that the defendant told 
him he could cure the animal in a week, but nothing was 
settled, except that he told the defendant he could go 
and have a look at the mare. He expected that the de- 
fendant would come and see him again before doing 
anything at the mare. When he saw the animal’s leg it 
looked more like a piece of boiled meat than an animal’s 
leg. 
5 Fe Cousins, carter, in the employ of the last wit- 
ness, spoke to the “ treatment ” ordered or carried out by 
the defendant. The animal, he said, was in great pain, 
and kicked and knocked about a good deal. The leg was 
fomented before the stuff was applied, and when the acid 
was on the leg steamed so much that he could scarcely see 
the mare. 

Did he give you any reason why he didn’t use the stuff 
himself but told you to rub it in ? 

No, he didn’t. He had more sensv than to use it himself. 

Mr. J. H. Toplis, chemist, New Square, said he had 
seen the bottle produced, It had been brought to his 
shop by the defendant, who had it filled with spirits of 
salts. The spirits of salts would have a strong corrosive 
action,and would cause tremendous pain. The action of 
the clay would be to keep in the strength of the acid. 
There could be no justification for the defendant acting 
as he did. 

Police Constable Pain said he saw the animal on 
January 2lst. The leg was very much swollen, and 
looked like boiled fat meat. Flesh, hair, and skin were 
off over a space extending about 12 inches in length, 
and four inches each side of the leg. Two holes under 
the knee were discharging matter. 

Inspector Yates gave similar evidence, and said the 
mare was a rather valuable animal. 

The defendant, asked if he had anything to say, said 
the animal had mortification of the knee when he saw it, 
and he did what he thought would do it good. 

Dr. Booth : The Bench have decided to convict you. 

The Defendant: I’m very sorry I did anything. 

Dr. Booth : Unfortunately this is not the first but the 
third time you have been charged with a similar offence. 
You have been guilty of very great cruelty, and will be 
sent to gaol for 21 days.—Matlock Visiting List. 


“DOCKING” AND WARRANTY. 


This was a civil bill action at the suit of Wm. Han- 
cock, solicitor, Belfast, against Wm. Gaffikin, of Belfast, 
to recover the sum of £39 18s, for that the defendant, 
on the 2nd January, 1895, sold to the plaintiff a strong 
bay gelding, warranted specially quiet in harness and 
saddle, and suitable for a brougham or matching carriage 
horse, and warranted sound, except two very small 
splints, but which said horse was contrary to said 
warranty, in that he was not sound or suitable for a 
brougham, to plaintiff’s loss in above amount. 

The evidence given showed that the horse died of 
tetanus, resulting from docking of the tail. The horse 
was bought on 7th December by defendant, and sold to 
the plaintiff on the 2nd January following. It had been 
docked before the 7th December. The plaintiff was not 
aware of the docking at the time of the purchase ; it was 
only noticed after tetanus had set in. The death of the 
animal occurred four days after purchase. The animal 
was purchased in Messrs. Robson’s sale, Belfast, but was 
bought privately after the sale. The catalogue descrip- 
tion said that the horse was to be sold with a V.S. certifi- 
cate of sounduess, although plaintift produced four wit- 
nesses who swore that defendant guaranteed the horse 
sound. Defendant argued he did not do so, but simply 
referred them to the certificate given by Mr. Ross, V.S. 

The professional evidence showed that the horse had 
not been properly docked, and that the leckjaw arose 
from th> docking, which had been perfo¥ed some time 
prior to the sale. 

Mr. Sands, Newport, gave evidence that the horse was 
cold and stiff-looking on the day of sale. 

Mr. Purdy, V.S., Belfast, said that he examined the 
horse for a client on the morning of the sale, and ad- 
vised him not to purchase, as he was stiff behind and 
tail suppurating. In his opinion tetanus was setting in, 
the docking being the work of an amateur was not 
properly performed. 

Mr. Hancock and his men proved the horse not to 
feed, and to show symptoms of. lockjaw on the evening of 
the sale. 

Mr. Gregg, V.S., Lisburn, who had examined the horse 
prior to death, gave evidence as to the nature of the 
disease, and also gave his opinion as toitsduration. He 
was asked various questions of importance by the judge 
and solicitors. 

For the defence Messrs. Ross & Johnston, veterinary 
surgeons, Belfast, were examined, their object being to 
prove that over-exertion and cold would produce lock- 
jaw, and that in their opinion disease was not on the 
horse at time of sale, but they admitted he died from 
lockjaw, and also aimitted that it was brought on by the 
docking. 

The Recorder, in giving judgment, said he held that 4 
special warranty of soundness was given by the defend- 
ant: also that Robsun’s rules could not hold good i 
this case, the animal being bought privately, and by 4 
fresh warranty. That in his opinion he was in the 
early stages of tetanus on the day of the sale. 
for plaintiff with all costs——The Lisburv 

erald. 


Tenacity of Life in Sheep. 


After the great snowstorm on Sunday, 6th January, 
eighteen sheep belonging to Mr. Grant, Garvalt, Spey- 
side, were found to be missing. The outrun of pasture 
attached to the farm includes a wide stretch of Cromdale, 
hills rising to a height of 2000 feet. Search was made 
for the missing sheep in the ravines and water course 
that intersect the ground, but without success. On 
Sunday, the 17th February, while Mr. Grant was e 
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tending his flock, he observed a couple of sheep at some 
distance coming down the hil]. Tracing their footsteps 
upwards, he came upon the rest of the animals lying 
side by side in the hollow of a water course not far from 
the top of the hill, The gale of the previous Thursday, 
coming from a new direction, had blown the snow clear 
off them ; but the poor animals, having lain there for six 
long weeks, had, with the exception of the two referred 
to, not sufficiently recovered from their torpor to make 
good their escape. However, after being aroused, al] but 
one, which hai to be carried, and which did not long 
survive, made their way down the hill in quite a lively 
manver, Since then the sheep have improved steadily 
in condition, and gave promise of complete recovery.— 
The North British Agriculturist. 


A CASE OF EQUINIA (GLANDERS) ; 
RECOVERY. 
By T. W. H. Garsrane, M.R.C.S., England. 


The rarity of the occurrence of recovery from equinia 
is my excuse for recording the following case. The 
patient, a veterinary surgeon fifty-four years of age, con- 
cluded a period of attendance on acertain horse suffering 
from “nasal catarrh” of a suspicious type on March 
22nd, 1894. On April 4th the animal, having had a 
relapse, was brought to his house. He administered a 
“drench ” on the spot, and whilst doing so the horse 
coughed, and a quantity of sputum bespattered his arm 
and face. This was at 10 a.m., and he being pressed for 
time, set off on a professional journey without washing. 
The arm felt “uncomfortable” the same night, and the 
patient had “felt ill”’ ever since. It was not until Apri! 12th 
that I was called in, and on this date | was consulted 
for a pustular rash on the right arm, said to have ap- 
peared the day before. The above history was not at 


that time given to me. The case was treated with com- 

pound sulphur ointment. On the following day the 

patient reported his arm as “ better.’”’ On the 14th he | 
had gone out when I called, and I did not see him ; but | 
he had left a message that he was still “better.” On | 
Sunday, the 15th, 1 was sent for at midday, and was 
then, for the first time, able to make a complete ex- 
amination. The man was practically covered with 
pustules from head to foot. The face and scalp had a 
few, the chest and back more; but the extremities 
suffered most ; the inner surfaces of the arms and thighs | 
were very bad, but the right thigh was the worst of all. | 
Here the skin was completely covered with pustules in 
the following stages: small, hard lumps formiug sub- 
cutaneously, the size of a pea or bean; similar lumps 
burst and discharging pus; others scabded over; and, 
finally, foul ulcers of various shapes and sizes where the 
scabs had separated. The most intense burning and 
itching were complained of. The extremities were said 
to feel as though “ wrapped in blankets through which 
scalding water was being poured.” Rubbing and scratch- 

ing were incessant, althongh that only aggravated the | 
pain, The pustules were appearing in 1apid successive | 


quinine were to be continued. On the following day the 
patient appeared slightly easier. During this time he 
was taking a large quantity of brandy, and by the 20th I 
had to administer large doses of bromide. Improvement, 
however, continued slowly in the local symptoms, though 
the patient still refused to go to bed and was very 
obstinate about treatment of any kind. Sometimes he 
would refuse to take his medicine or to obey orders in 
any way. By the 24th the rash had disappeared from 
the arms, leaving only red and purple stains to show 
where it had been, and the legs were improving, On 
the 25th a large quantity of pus was expectorated from 
the lungs; also on the 26th. The nasal discharge had 
increased. His strength was greatly impaired. On the 
28th a quantity of sputum was collected and sent to Dr. 
Leech for bacteriological examination. By May 2nd the 
rash had disappeared everywhere, and the nasal discharge 
and expectoration of pus had ceased. On the 11th I 
discontinued my visits, as he would do nothing he was 
told. From the 17th to the 22nd he siltinel his pro- 
fessional work, getting about with some difficulty in his 
gig. On the 23rd I was sent for again. I found the 
patient suffering from nasal discharge and a rash on the 
arms and body, very much like that first seen on April 
12th, with some pustules and ulcers on the legs. The 
original treatment was resumed, and by the 28th the 
symptoms were all abating. Finally, on June 4th, he 
expressed himself as “quite well,” although a few 
scattered spots still remained; but they were causing 
him no trouble or inconvenience. Since that date I 
have not seen him professionally ; but he has resumed 
his ordinary work. The bacteriological examination 
resulted negatively. 

Remarks.—1 attended a fatal case of farcy in August, 
1885, which was reported in The Lancet of Oct. 24th, 
1885 ; and although there is a sharp contrast in the 
clinical histories of the two cases there are one or two 
points of agreement. The causation was the same—viz., 
the contact of the virus of a diseased horse with the un- 
broken skin of the right arm, and the omission to wash 
the arm immediately afterwards. The period of incuba. 
tion in this case was seven days exactly ; in the previous 
case the paticnt was also ill in seven days, though nasal 
trouble did not supervene for sixteen days more, and it 
was twelve days after that that the first “farey bad” 
formed, The patient in the first case died in forty eight 
days ; the patient in the present case was convalescent 
in thirty-seven days, with a relapse on the forty-eighth 
day, and final convalescence in sixty days. I am con- 
viuced from observation that the eruption in both cases 
was of an identical nature, although in the one it was 
scanty aud slowly developed, in the other profuse and 
running a rapid course. The patient in this case was a 
veterinary surgeon in large practice. He diagnosed 
glanders for himself, aud abandoned all hope of recovery. 
It will be interesting to record his own vpinion of the 
disease in the horse. He said it always commenced in 
“ nasal gleet,” from which the animal might recover ; but 
that when the gleet “ran on” to glanders or farcy re- 
covery was impossible. The horse which is supposed to 
have infected this patient recovered. On this argument 
being used in objection to his diagnosis, he said that a 


crops, about twelve hours sufficing for a given one to run | horse snffering from nasal gleet may be placed in a stable 
through the whole of the stages mentioned above. The with two healthy horses, and one of them may immediately 
patient, though much prostrated, refused to go to bed, develop glanders and the other farcy, and both die, while 
aud managed to keep on his feet. I gave him a strong | the horse suffering from nasal gleet will recover, never 
dose of iron and quinine, and feeling sure that he had | showing anything more than that discharge. In other 
not more than a few days to live arranged that Dr. D. J. | words a non-fatal case of gleet may be the immediate 
Leech, of Manchester, should see him on the following | and direct cause of a fatal case of either glanders or 
day. On this day, the 16th, there was a discharge from | farcy ; and this, he declared, was well known among 
the nose and eyes, and the iegs were so greatly swollen | veterinary surgeons. My patient was seen by Mr. Pur- 
that the patient said “ they felt as if they would burst.” cell, M.R.U,S., of Ballyneen, co. Cork, on May Ist (an 
Borie acid dissolved in Carron oil was ordered locally,| accidental visit by an old personal friend), who agreed 
with a nasal douche of Condy’s fluid, and the iron and ' with the diagnosis, and candidly informed his friend that. 
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recovery was i npossible. He was also seen during the 
course of his illness by others qualified to form an 
opinion—e.g., horse-dealers and persons who had had 
practic 1 experience of glanders in the horse; and they 
all took the samé view as Mr. Purcell. I showed the 
patient toa medical confrére on April 18th and to the 
medical examiner of an insurance society on April 28th ; 
these gentlemen had nut seen a case previously, so their 
opinions may perhaps not carry much weight, and | will 
therefore only say that they expressed full agreement 
with the view of the case which I put before them. More- 
over, Dr. Leech on March 16th had no doubt of the 
nature of the case, and quite agreed with me that the 
prognosis was most unfavourable. I am careful to place 
on record the whole of this indirect evidence, because 
the failure of the bacteriological examination may seem 
to place the case among those considered “ doubtful” ; 
but it must be remembered that the sputum examined 
was collected only on April 28th, when there was to the 
uaked eye already great improvement on the purulent 
condition which had existed on the 25th and 26th, and 
when the general condition of the patient had been 
steadily improving for twelve days. When I first 
saw him on April 12th I was only shown the right arm, 
and the rash was very like one which had puzzled me a 
fortnight previously, and which turned out to be scabies ; 
hence the first prescription of compound sulphur oint- 
ment. For the remainder of the time the treatment 
was never varied from that ordered on April 16th, ex- 
cept by the vagaries of the patient, who occasionally 
refused his medicine, but on his own account consumed 
large quantities of brandy. The urine was non-albumin- 
ous thronghout. Headache was for many days intense. 
There was no vomiting. The nasal discharge was troubl- 
some for about a fortnight. The sputum for a few days 
seemed to point to the formation of pustules similar to 
those in the skin in the internal mucous surfaces. There 
was threatened erysipelas of the face, but it subsided. 
The genuineness of the case is certain to my own mind 
after watching it close.y. The recovery is undoubted. 
If it was probably spontaneous rather than due to the 
remedial treatment employed, still, as there is no 
specific known, I shall, if 1 ever have to treat a third 
case, use the treatment here detailed, not forgetting a 
free allowance of alcohol. 


Is A LAYMAN TO SUCCEED PROF. BROWN 
AT THE BOARD OF AGRICULTURE ? 


We are not surprised at the agitation which has 
been caused in the profession by the report that a 
layman is to be appointed head of the Veterinary 
Department of the Board of Agriculture. But we 
are surprised that the report should have ever arisen, 
or that there should be any foundation for it. And 
we shall be even more surprised should it be found 
that Mr. Herbert Gardner contemplates anything of 
the kind. Mr. Gardner has now had some ex- 
perience at the Board of Agriculture ; he showed his 
appreciation of the profession by the inquiry into the 
existence of pleuro-pneumonia in Canadian cattle, 


and had his actions fully endorsed by the finding of | 


that Committee. 

We cannot imagine, therefore, that the Minister of 
Agriculture will be so blind to the interests of that 
industry he is there to foster and protect as to appoint 
any one who has not a special knowledge of the sub- 
ject, to the important position of head of the Veteri- 


nary Department. 


Major Tennant may be an able administrator, and 
if a large number of these lay travelling inspectors 
are to be retained by the Board, doing what we must 
look on as something akin to police duty, there may 
be room for him at the head of that department of 
the Executive ; but to appoint him as Director of the 
Veterinary Department, guiding and moulding its 
policy, is too absurd, 

At the same time the profession has a right to be 
interested in the appointment of a successor to Pro- 
fessor Brown, and to see that the Department is not 
undermanned at the Board. Notwithstanding the 
disappearance of some of our contagious diseases, we 
believe the work to be increasing rather than diminish- 
ing. And if too much is laid to the charge of the 
veterinary officers of the Board they are likely to be 
blamed for inefficiency for work they are unable to 
overtake.—The Veterinarian. 


THE THEORY AND PRACTICE OF PROTECTIVE 
INOCULATIONS. 
By E. E. Kier, M.D., F.RS. 


Dr. Klein delivered a lecture on this subject at the 
London Institution, Finsbury Circus, én Monday, March 
4th. Starting with the axiom that “the more accurately 
we know an enemy, the more easy it is to overcome 
him,” Dr. Klein said it nowhere more adequately applied 
than in the prevention and treatment of disease. Since 
it had been couclusively shown that communicable 
diseases were caused by specific parasites which elabora- 
ted within the body specific poisons called “ toxines,” 
causing the particular symptoms of the disease, it had 
become possible to study more accurately these cases of 
disease and devise better means by which the life of the 
parasites and the action of their toxines might be inhi- 
bited or altogether destroyed. The treatment of infec- 
tious disease had been greatly advanced, and although 
some of these disorders were still in a stage of generali- 
ties far-reaching changes had taken place in others. The 
system of antiseptic surgery discovered and applied by 
Sir Joseph Lister—instrumental in reducing the mortality 
of surgical operations, once very high, to an almost 
nominal figure—and the exact knowledge we now 
possessed of the propagation and spread of cholera and 
typhoid fever by means of water, milk, and other articles 
of food were cases in poiut. Scientific medicine, in cou- 
tradistinction to empirical medicine, had acted on the 
more rational axiom that “he who cures may be the 
cleverer, but he who prevents disease is the safer physi- 
cian,’ and had gradually uaoravelled the complex pro 
blems of the nature and cause of disease, and in many 
instances devised means of preventing communicable 
disease. Dr. Klein then referred to the remarkable 
achievements that had been made in general sanitation 
and in the direct prevention of disease by means of pro 
tective inoculation, of which Jenner’s discovery of vat 
cination was the earliest example. In all civilised coul- 


tries and among all civilised peoples the protective powe 
of vaccination against small-pox had been amply 000 
firmed and established. Two points were partic 

worth considering—(a) was vaccinia or cow-pow 4 
modified or attenuated form of human variola ! or (!) 
was it a separate and specifically different disease ! With 
regard to the first point, most pathologists and sanitarials 
agreed with the original proposition enunciated 
Jenner—namely, that vaccinia or cow-pox was 3° 

form of small-pox in the cow, and just as an individu! 
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who had passed through one attack of small pox was 
furnished with resistance and immunity against a second 
attack, so also an individual who had been successfully 
vaccinated has practically passed through a mild attack 
of localised variola, and therefore possessed of immunity 
against a second attack, and was protected against small- 

x. In some other infectious diseases—scarlet fever, 
measles and whooping cough—one attack, however mild, 
furnished, as a rule, immunity against a second attack. 
This was acquired immunity, as distinct and different 
from natural immunity, as, for instauce, the natural 
immunity of most young children against typhoid fever 
or cholera, and of many adult persons against measles. 
With regard to the second point, many pathologists, 
while recognising the protective power of vaccinia 
against small pox, did not admit that cow-pox was an 
attenuated form of the human small-pox, but that it was 
a specifically different disease. This belief was based 
chiefly on the many failures which experimentalists had 
incurred in trying to produce cow-pox in the cow by 
inoculation of this animal with human small-pox. It was 
equally true, however, that there had been many positive 
results, inasmuch as in a few instances there had been 
wenn in the cow by inoculation of matter derived 

m the vesicles of human small pox typical cow- pox, 
which on transmission to the human subject produced 
vaccinia and not variola, and on further transmission 
from human being to human being continued to produce 
vaccinia in all its typical characters. Thiele, Ceeley, 
Badcock, and in more recent times Voigi, Fischer, King, 
Simpson, Hime, he (Dr. Klein) himself, aud Copeman 
had had unmistakable positive results. The argument 
which maintained that vaccinia was of a specifically 
different nature from human variola was faulty for two 
reasons. First, as a matter of actual experience vaccina- 
tion was now and then followed nvt simply by the pro- 
duction of a vaccine vesicle at the seat of insertion, but 
there appeared other additional vesicles even of the 
character of a general eruption ; this, though of rare 
occurrence, was nevertheless a strong argument for its 
derivation from variola. Secondly, the “ breeding true ” 


the same lines as those pursued by Pasteur had been 
obtained in several—swine fever, swine erysipelas, &c.— 
but not in all infectious diseases. Unfortunately not in 
all infectious diseases did one attack protect, although a 
first attack furnished, for a time at any rate, a certain 
resistance ; such was the case in diphtheria. In cases of 
acquired resistance or acquired immunity a condition 
was produced by the first attack by which the body was 
rendered untit for a second attack. This sometimes 
happened after a mild first attack, but in other instances 
this only furnished a slight resistance and in still others 
no resistance. In these two latter cases the resistance 
could be increased by repetition of the mild attack 
and by using the second time a somewhat stronger 
virus and producing a somewhat stronger effect, 
but still only a passing one; and after many repe- 
titions in these cases the resistance thus acquired 
could gradually be increased to a high degree. It had 
been shown both for animals and for man, that 
the immunity produced by artificial inoculation of 
attenuated culture or acquired in the natural manner 
by a first attack of the disease was due to the presence 
in the blood of chemical substauces produced in the 
course of the first attack ; these substances were capable 
of neutralising the activity of the specific microbes. 
Moreover, it was found by Behring that the injection 
of blood serum of an immunised animal was capable of 
protecting an otherwise susceptible animal and of furnish- 
ing it with immunity, so that infection with the microbes 
of the particular disease was prevented. The degree of 
this protective or immunising power of the blood of an 
immauised animal stood in direct proportion to the 
degree of immunity or resistance which that animal had 
acquired by the previous injection or by the previous 
attack. That in diphtheria the blood of an immunised 
animal possessed an immunisivg or protective property 
in other animals had been fully proved, but it must 
be added at the same time that the protection 
thus produced was only of comparatively short duration. 
In the experiments in which the immunising and pro- 
tective action of the blood serum of an animal artificially 


of vaccinia in the human subject through however many | immunised against diphtheria or tetanus respectively 
transmissions and the failure of a revision of vaccinia | was ascertained another important fact was elucidated by 


into variola were completely paralleled by what occurred | Behrivg, afterwards confirmed by a large number of 


in a disease occurring in the sheep, and was in all re. | 


spects homologous to variola—namely, variola oviua or 


sheep-pox. Protective inoculation was used against this | 
disease with large success in the South of France, 
Austria, and Germauy. The lymph was “ nursed” by | 


workers —viz., that this serum not ouly possessed pro- 
tective potency when injected into an otherwise suscep- 
tible animal, but that if injected into an animal in 
which the disease had already made its appearance it 
(the disease) could be cut short and the animal would 


local insertion through a succession of sheep, always pro- | recover. The serum, therefore, acted as a curative agent. 


ducing a large local vesicle with mild constitutional | 


symptoms. Such local inoculations had been practised 
over and over again, and asa geveral rule only at the 
places of insertion did a vesicle become formed ; there 
was Do general eruption, and therefore no reversion to the 
original ty,e. 1t was clear from this that lymph derived 
originally from a vesicle of true variola of the sheep 
“bred true ’—i.e., produced on transmission from sheep 
to sheep only local protective vesicles. If, however, this 
lymph were injected into the vascular system of a sheep 
true variola might be the result. Chauveau, he (the 
speaker), and others had had cases of this kind. But 
while the inoculation was made by cutaneous insertion 
lucal vesicles only resulted. From this it followed that 
the argument because lymph derived from the cow and 
trausmitted through human beings did not ultimately 
revert to variola, but produced a local vesicle only, in no 
way Justified the conclusion that the two diseases, variola 
and vaccinia, were specifically different. The conclusion 
to be drawn from this was that Jenuer’s original conten. 
tion was established. Dr. Klein then briefly referred to 

© work of Pasteur on anthrax and fowl cholera—a work 


which had been made possible by the discoveries of | 
Koch. Satisfactory results in protective inoculations on | 


Such serum had been applied both in diphtheria by 
Behriug and Roux, as also in tetanus by Tizzoni and 
Cenutauni, with striking success in the human subject ; 
aud the published accounts of the cases so treated in 
Germany, Austria, France, Italy, and England placed it 
beyond doubt that in a large percentage of cases the 
disease was cut short and even in severe cases recovery 
achieved. A question of great scientific interest was the 
manver in which the seram of animals immunised 
against diphtheria or tetanus acquired its protective aud 
its curative potency. Looked at from a theoretical point 
of view this duuble action might be due to either of two 
things: (a) the serum might contain one substance 
which had both these actions, or (b) it might contain two 
different substances, one for each separate action. The 
whole subject was only at the commencement of being 
understood, but this much was already certain, that the 
work on a sound experimental basis had already been 
productive of good results and was likely to be produc- 
tive of still greater achievements in the field of protec- 
tive as well ss curative practice.—The Lancet. 
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SWINE-FEVER. 


The following two paragraphs are from The Times 
of Monday last :— 

“ The returns for Great Britain under the Diseases of 
Animals Acts are now complete for the first quarter of 
the year (the 13 weeks ended March 30th). Of swine 
fever, 1914 animals died and 9584 were slaughtered as 
diseased or as having been exposed to infection; the 
corr sponding numbers for the equivalent period last 
year were 1,862 and 14,057. As the Swine Fever Order 
came into operation on November 1, 1893, the foregoing 
figures are strictly comparable, and it will be noted that 
in the quarter just ended the slaughterings were quite 
one-third less than in the first three mouths of 1894.” 


What a curious comment! The writer fails to 
note the increase of deaths from disease, and ap- 
parently is ignorant of the fact that ‘“‘ the slaughter- 
ings” are less only because the Board has lately 
evaded killing the in contact ’”’ animals. 


Import oF Pics FRoM IRELAND. 
1893. 1894. 

Fat Pigs 405,242 515,647 

Store Pigs 51,329 69,320 


Total 456,571 584,967 


“In view of the difficulty of successfully coping with 
swine fever it would be a matter of great interest to 
trace, if it were possible, the destinations of these store 

A matter of great interest indeed. What are the 
travelling inspectors for? This is exactly the sort 
of work for which they are fitted and the enquiry is 
not merely interesting, it is essential. 


The Chair of Physiology at Liverpool. 


Professor Sherrington, M.A., M.D., Cantab., late 
Fellow of Gonville and Caius College, Cambridge, has 
been appointed to the George Holt chair of physiology 
at University College, Liverpool, consequent on Prof. 
Gotch's acceptance of the Waynflet chair of physiology 
at Oxford Uaiveslen He is well known for brilliant 
and extensive scientific investigation, more particularly 
in the physiology of the nervous system. He was 
paca Ae by the Senate of the University of London 
to succeed Professor Horsley as professor -superintendent 
of the Brown Institution, and he alsu holds the position 
of lecturer on systematic physiology in the mole school 
of St. Thomas’s Hospital, London. 


Magistrate decides against the R.S.P.C.A. 


At Marlborough Police Court, on March 15th, W. 
Haywood, cab proprietor, of Chenies Mews, Tottenham- 
Court Road, appeared to an adjourned summons charg- 
ing him with cruelty to a horse. ‘he animal in ques- 
tion was observed by William M’Cullock, one of the 
R.S.P.C.A.’s officers, to be lame whilst attached to a 
hansom cab on the 21st February last. The case being 
called on before Mr. Newton, the R.S.P.C.A. officer gave 
it as his opinion that the animal was lame from a spavin 
and had been so for two years. His evidence wa corrob_. 
orated by Mr. Smith, M.R.C.V.S. For the defence Mr. 
West, F.R.C.V.S., was called, and he said that, although 
the mare had a slight spavin, in his opinion that had 
nothing to do with the lameness, but that the mare had 


slipped and sprained her fetlock joint, that the injury 
was quite recent, aud probably occurred after the mare 
left her stable on the day in question. In the face of 
this conflict of veteriuary testimony the magistrate ad- 
journed the case for anuther week in order to have the 
opivion of Prof. Pritchard. The case came on for re- 
hearing yesterday, and Prof. Pritchard having given it 
as his opinion that the lameness was of recent origin and 
caused by sprain, not by the spavin referred to, Mr, 
Newton dismissed the case, directing the society to pay 
the costs.— Morning Leader. _ 


An Antitoxin for Syphilis: A Suggestion. 


Surgeon J. Duncan Menzies, R.N., writes from 
Gibraltar to The British Medical Journal : The satisfac- 
tory results of the antitoxin treatment of diphtheria 
encourage one to hope for a still more brilliant advance 
in scientific medicine. I refer to the possibility of 
obtaining a seropathic antitoxin for syphilis. The horse 
is known to be subject to a constitutional affection, hav- 
ing a marked likeness to the human disease, without, 
perhaps, a “real identity.” Again, human syphilis is 
incapable of being transmitted to the equine genus. Can 
we regard this last fact as showing a species of antagonism 
between the two diseases? The bacteriology of equine 
venereal disease has not as yet, I believe, been worked 
out. It would be instructive to compare and endeavour 
to form an estimate of the bacteriological strength and 
autago.ism of the two viruses, if possible. This dis- 
covery, if properly substantiated, might lead us on to the 
perfected therapeutic “ syphilotoxin.” 


Undepreciated Silver. 


At the meeting of the Newcastle Town Council on 
Wednesday, April 3rd, the Mayor, W. H. Stephenson, 
presiding—Alderman Holmes rose to present to the 
Mayor and Corporation, on behalf of Mr. Clement 
Stephenson, the magnificent challenge cup which Mr. 
Stephenson won at the Birmingham Cattle Show with 
his polled Angus heifer Bride of Benton. The Mayor 
moved that the heartiest thanks of the Council be given 
to Mr. Stephenson. The Sheriff (Mr. T. B. Sanderson) 
seconded, and Mr. J. A. Baty (chairman of the Cattle 
Committee) supported the motion, which was cordially 
agreed to. The Mayor intimated that a suitable iv- 
scription would be put tpon the bowl.—N.B.A. 


Proposed Veterinary College in Dublin. 

In the House of Commons on Wednesday, April 10th, 
in reply to Mr. W. Kenny and Mr. Field, Mr. J. 
Morley said,—The draft charter for the proposed veter- 
inary college in Dublin has been settled, and is no¥ 
before the law officers for approval. Upon the incor 
poration cf the governing body a Bill will be introdu 
forthwith to provide the proposed grant-in-aid.—I™ 
Times. 


Army VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 

“ Vet.-Capt. L. J. Blenkinsop, was also presented! 
the Levée held on the 2nd instant. 

Vet.-Capt. Edwards rejoined the Ist Life Guards 
on Monday, April 1st, from leave. 

Communications, Books aNp Papers —Mess* 

J. Roalfe Cox, F.C. Mahon, H. M. Singleton, ‘‘ Pro bo™ 


Veterinariano,” A. M. W., ‘“‘ Why?” “ Scrutator.” 
The Western Daily Mercury, The Lisburn Herald, 


Beverley Independent. 
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